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etymological vagaries. It is the abnormal, the 
monstrosity that compels our attention. Often- 
times ancient etymologies are sound ; and if in 
such cases there was more good luck than good 
management, we must confess that for their be- 
nighted condition in the realm of linguistic study, 
on the whole they did fairly well. 
Philips Brooks School, Philadelphia. F. H. Lee. 



suetudine; but we shall never know what Caesar 
intended, and perhaps, after all, as one editor sug- 
gests, this is an instance of careless writing on the 
part of Caesar ; if so, any interpretation will do 1 . 
Carleton College, Northfield, Minn. A. L. KEITH. 



CAESAR, DE BELLO GALLICO 2.17.2 

eorum dierum consuetudine itineris nostri exercitus 
perspecta. 

The three genitives in this group of words are 
variously construed. Madvig, Sec. 288, Footnote, 
and Lane, 1228, take all three as limiting consuetu- 
dine, each in its own way; through the complex, 'the 
custom of those days', 'the custom of the march', 
'the custom of our army', comes the final sense, 'our 
army's custom of marching in those days'. 

Some editors take both dierum and exercitus as 
limiting the other genitive itineris; at least one edi- 
tor takes dierum with itineris and exercitus with 
consuetudine; another editor reverses this and makes 
dierum depend upon consuetudine and exercitus upon 
itineris. About the only thing they all agree upon 
is that itineris limits consuetudine. 

They may all justify themselves by an appeal to 
Caesar's usage. Undoubtedly, in B.C. 1.21.3 ut erat 
superiorum dierum consuetudo, B.G. 5.42.2 Haec . . . 
superiorum annorum consuetudine ab nobis cogno- 
verat, B.C. 3.65.2 ut erat superioris temporis consue- 
tudo, a word denoting time and made in the genitive 
case modifies consuetudo. Similar expressions 
modify iter, as in B.G. 6.25.4 cum dierum iter LX 
processerit, B.G. 6.25.1 latitudo novem dierum iter 
patet, B.C. 376.i,'4. Consuetudo limited by a genitive 
of the person is very common. It is found with the 
very word which is involved here, in B.G. 6.34.6 ut 
instituta ratio et consuetudo exercitus Romani postu- 
labat. But of the genitive of exercitus modifying 
iter we have no instance in Caesar unless in the pas- 
sage under discussion exercitus is to be thus 
construed. 

In spite of the nearer position of itineris I prefer 
to take exercitus with consuetudine, as iter suggests 
the marching column, agmen, a word which Caesar 
uses in the genitive with iter below in referring 
to the same situation, B.G. 2.17.5 cum iter agminis 
nostri impediretur; compare B.G. 2.19. 1 ratio ordoque 
agminis; 7.40.4 agmen Haeduorum conspicatus . . . 
iter eorum moratur. If exercitus belongs to con- 
suetudine, the proximity of itineris need not disturb 
this relationship, inasmuch as iter would not nor- 
mally be associated in thought with exercitus. On 
the other hand no such reason exists for refusing 
to join dierum with the nearest noun. So it seems 
to me that the weight of probability is in favor of 
making all these genitives depend directly upon con- 
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1 If we join consuetudine itineris very closely together, in 
the sense of consuetudine itineris faciendi, 'marching-custom', 
'march-custom', and regard the other two genitives as modi- 
fying this complex, we may accept Professor Keith's view, 
and find nothing particularly disturbing in the passage. We 
should then have in reality but two genitives modifying a 
complex (itself involving a genitive, to be sure), and we 
should have one of these genitives on each side of the modi- 
fied complex. _ Repeatedly, where two genitives modify a 
noun, or, as in Greek, two identical datives are to be taken 
with one verb (cf. e.g. Iliad 1.24), the genitives straddle the 
noun and the datives straddle the verb. c K 



